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Abstract

Located on the outskirts of Cincinnati, Roselawn is a neighborhood oft en on the outskirts of our minds 
as well. It is a neighborhood that its residents feel has been “forgotten.” Once an area with a thriving 
neighborhood business district, the years have not been kind to the neighborhood. Today the business 
district consists of a strip mall which refl ects the suburban nature of the neighborhood. Roselawn has a 
suburban form and urban problems. It needs attention. Whether that attention comes in the form of the 
city fi xing bent signs along the main thoroughfare or through infi ll development to fi ll out the business 
district, action needs to be taken to humanize this drive-thru neighborhood or else it will continue to age 
and deteriorate. 

In order to revitalize Roselawn it is critical that the strip mall and other resource leaching businesses be 
removed. If businesses won’t invest in their community, what chance is there that the residents will. Th ough 
the market does not have much in store for the neighborhood, the market can be changed. Revitalizing, 
remarketing, and rebranding the neighborhood could help to attract new blood into this aging community. 

Primary Project Image
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Th e proposed project is located at the intersection of Section and Reading Road, Th e original site boundary 
comprised of three sections restrained to this intersection, bounded by Stonybrook Drive on the eastern 
section of the site, by Shenandoah Avenue along the south western section, and by Northwood Drive in the 
western section. Later this site was extended to Summit Road to envelop a fuller business district and to 
incorporate the Valley Shopping Center. Th e whole project site is about 1,142,853 sq. ft . Current features in 
the project site include a post offi  ce, gas station, pharmacy, dental center, a couple banks, a few restaurants, 
several barbershops and salons, and the stores within the Valley Shopping Center. In order to revitalize 
this business district while still maintaining the character of the neighborhood, it is vital that future 
development focus on under productive lots while respecting the existing businesses. 

Moreover, in order to create a healthy pedestrian environment along Reading Road, future development 
should also manage traffi  c but not sacrifi ce the street to cars. Eff orts should be made to improve pedestrian 
and bike facilities as well. 
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Th e primary areas of 
employment are located 
outside of Roselawn. 

Employment Areas

Residential development is 
focused on the outskirts of 
the city. 

Residential Areas

Roselawn is served by few 
bus lines, only one going 
through the neighborhood. 

Roselawn Transit
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Roselawn may be on the outskirts of the city, but it’s location can be a benefi t and not just a constraint.  
Roselawn is bounded by not only Reading Road, a major thoroughfare that connects the neighborhood 
locally as well as regionally, but bounded also by the Ronald Reagan Cross County Highway. Tens of 
thousands of drivers pass by and through the Roselawn community daily making a great opportunity to 
attract new residents and visitors to the area. It’s location also allows for close proximity to employers in 
both the commercial and industrial sectors. Roselawn has the arteries of transportation, the vital organs of 
business, and the capillaries of people, but lacks the lifeblood of a living community. Despite its assets, it 
lack of connectivity, public space, and density make it a neighborhood that people drive through and not a 
community that they drive to. 

Within the project site, the goal is to expand on the existing business district by utilizing unproductive 
lots, increasing density, and providing uses currently not provided for.  By infi lling the strip mall and 
programming underutilized spaces, the goal is to attract more residents and visitors to  populate the area 
and spur further development in the area. Th e provision of civic space, green areas, transitional space, and 
commercial infi ll will help to reinvigorate the Roselawn Business District. In the end, the revitalization of 
Roselawn will help create healthy change in the surrounding communities as well. 

General Visioning

Proposed Residential DevelopmentProposed Commercial Development
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Proposed Development

Hamilton - Roselawn
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To better understand the site, an initial analysis was done and several site visits were conducted through out 
the term. Several issues were discovered through this analysis, several of which must be addressed if the area 
is to be revitalized. Th ese issues are:

• Poor Gateway at intersection of Reading and Section Road
• Unpleasant streetscape along Reading Road created by unbuff ered parking and high speed driving
• Lack of on-street parking creates diffi  culties for businesses and removes road buff er
• Strip mall layout promotes undesirable activities such as drug use and public urination
• Lack of transitional buff er between SF homes and commercial/industrial activities
• Massive amounts of parking create sprawling hardscapes and unproductive spaces along Reading Road
• Lack of diverse activities within business district

Th ese observations were represented in the initial framework diagram to the right. 

Existing Conditions Analysis - Current Development

Existing Site Conditions
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While the goal of development should be to maintain as much of the existing as possible, some of the 
existing structures will need to be demolished in order to make way for future development opportunities. 
An analysis of the existing structures was done to help determine which were unique in maintaining the 
character of the neighborhood. Buildings were identifi ed that were worth keeping, worth adding on to, 
worth having facade improvements, or not worth keeping at all. 

Existing Conditions Analysis - Building Analysis
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Th ough there are some buildings worth keeping in the Roselawn Business District, a majority of the 
buildings are structurally insignifi cant. Many of these buildings have an unwelcoming storefronts with 
substantial setbacks, limited windows or limited relationship to building interiors, low building heights, 
or simply aging structure. Th e buildings along Reading are primarily single use buildings either focused 
on civic, offi  ce, grooming, or banking uses. Very few engage the pedestrians on the street. Roselawn has a 
community of residents that have to go outside of their neighborhood to meet their dietary, entertainment, 
and health needs. 

With the amount of vacant and underutilized land in the area, there is an opportunity for future 
development that can not only meet the needs of existing residents but also help to attract new ones as well. 
Replacing single story commercial buildings with mixed-use ones will help to increase the density of the 
area and increase the productivity of the area. 

Visioning of Project Site
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Urban Framework Plan 0 300 600 900150
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Price Hill is another example of a business district in need of revitalization. Like Roselawn, this 
neighborhood too is on the outskirts of the city and its disconnect from the city’s interior is one reason for 
the business district has deteriorated. But unlike Roselawn, Price Hill also has an issue of boundaries as 
there is a West Price Hill, East Price Hill, and Lower Price Hill and between the three there are four business 
districts. Such a large amount of space is diffi  cult to support. 

One area of Price Hill currently working on revitalizing is the Incline District. Th is area diff ers greatly 
from Roselawn in that green space and tree canopy cover more ground around the business district than 
hardscape. Within the business district itself, much more of Price Hill is developed than Roselawn. What 
was taken from this precedent study was a mix of uses that promote the full spectrum of health with food 
options, areas for leaning, civic institutions, and amenities for the elderly. 

Precedent Study - Price Hill

Incline District Revitalization Vacant East Price Hill Businesses

Thriving Price Hill Institution
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Th e proposed development can be divided into several areas of focus.

Th e fi rst and primary focus of the development is to resolve problem areas of the business district and help 
to change the market so that the area attracts more people and businesses than what had been predicted. 
Th is would involve removing an infi lling the strip mall. Th is would be accomplished by programming the 
parking lot space to hold fl ea markets, farmers markets, and other community events while waiting for the 
existing leases within the mall to run out. Th e lot is so large that a pop up business could even be put in the 
middle. Th is programming would help to attract people to this area and drive out undesirable activities. 
Aft er the leases have run out, the fi rst commercial structures could be built along reading. Later residential 
infi ll could fi ll in the remainder of the lot and attract residents to promote further development. 

Th e second phase of the development will be to improve the existing buildings. Th is will entail a street 
wide streetscaping and facade improvement program from the intersection of Reading and Section to the 
intersection of Reading and Summit. By doing this, the overall feel of the business district will be improved, 
amenities will be put in place for pedestrians and bicyclists, and street parking will be provided for. Th e 
area will become more pedestrian friendly, and hopefully this show of investment will encourage infi ll 
development in the area. 

Th e fi nal phases entail infi ll mixed-use commercial, offi  ce, and residential development along  Reading 
Road with a focus fi rst on the area around the site of the strip mall infi ll and leading up to the civic gateway 
development at the section of Reading and Section. Th is development will fi rst entail the fi lling in of 
vacant spaces within the site area and then on those parts of the site that would require demolition. Th e 
construction of the Roselawn Lawn and Civic Center will create not only a gateway into the business district 
but also a space that by programming community gatherings will help draw people into the community. 

Urban Design Site Plan

Sensitivity Diversity Connectivity Green Network

Respect the existing form 
and functions.

Mix uses appropriately. Connect dead-ends to the 
main thoroughfare. 

Provide a green pedestrian 
network.
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Urban Design Site Plan 0 200 400 600100
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Th e overwhelming focus of future development within Roselawn should be to promote a healthy 
environment. Th is proposed design incorporates at least six aspects of a healthy environment according 
to the Toolkit provided by ULI. Th ese tools are Food Access, Diverse Mixed-Uses, Bikeability, Walkability, 
Areas of Play, and Areas of Social Engagement. My proposed site plan accomplishes these six aspects and 
more in an eff ort to improve the health of the Roselawn Business District. 

Healthy Urban Design
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A full-service grocery with greenhouses would meet a demand for 

healthy food that is currently unmet in surrounding communities.  

Diversity among form, function, as well as people, would help 

entice newcomers while still providing for existing residents.    

Protected bike lanes on Reading and Section Road would strengthen 

the city’s bikeability by connecting to existing bike networks. 

Connecting cul-de-sacs and major roads increases walkability and 

encourage residents to explore beyond once secluded streets.  

Openspace throughout the site provides spaces for gathering, 

play, and social interaction among neighbors. 

A programed civic center can create a vibrant space that provides for 

needs such as cooking classrooms, offi  ce space, recreation, and more. 
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A 20,000 sq ft  grocery is proposed 
within this site. Not only would this 
meet a great demand within the 
surrounding areas but it would also 
feature a rooft op greenhouse and 
dining area that would work further 
to promote healthy eating. 

A diverse mix of uses would increase 
the density and productivity of 
Roselawn’s business district. While 
the ground fl oors would promote 
a commercial feel through out the 
area, the upper fl oors could fi ll 
residential and offi  ce needs. 

A protected bike lane along Reading 
Road would not only increase 
transportation options within 
Roselawn but throughout the entire 
city. Reading Road connects to a 
large portion of the city’s broken bike 
infrastructure. Bike lanes on this 
road would strengthen the network. 

Streetscaping along Reading Road 
will improve the pedestrian feel of 
main street, connecting dead-ends 
will increase the overall walkability 
from residential areas to the business 
district, and the cluster of houses will 
help transition from the suburban 
residences to the main street. 

Th e inclusion of several public 
greenspaces and plazas within the 
site will promote areas for play and 
social gatherings. A dynamic mixed-
use civic center will also provide an 
area in which programming help 
promote social connectedness and 
engagement. 

Food Access

Diversity

Bikeability

Walkability

Play & Engagement
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Retail:
Offi  ce
Civic
Total:

Parking Spots

Apartment
Townhouse
Single Family
Total:

100,000
50,000
60,000

210,000

637

67
50
25

142

sq. ft 

# of Units

Th e proposed development is a melding of the new and the old. It focused on maintaining and expanding 
on the existing assets of Roselawn while also making way for new residents and new development. Th e 
infi ll residential development will help to create a transition from the existing suburban structure of the 
neighborhood to the urbanized commercial business district. Th e additional greenspaces and plazas will 
help to create spaces in which residents can leave their previously isolated residences and socialize with their 
neighbors in public. Streetscaping, bike lanes, on-street parking, plantings, and street level retail will help 
to create a much more vibrant pedestrian experience than the one currently had along Reading Road. Th e 
start to this revitalization will be the infi ll of the strip mall, but that is not guaranteed to revitalize the entire 
area. Th e city will have to start giving much needed attention to this neighborhood by providing suffi  cient 
bus stops, straightening crooked signs, patrolling crime-ridden areas, and investing in amenities for the 
community. 

Quantity Information

Conclusion
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Page 8-12: Existing Conditions

Roselawn Images: https://www.google.com/maps/place/Roselawn,+Cincinnati,+OH/

Page 14: Precedent Study - Price Hill

Incline District Signage: 

Vacant Businesses: https://www.instagram.com/eastpricehill/
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